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00 Introduction 

INTRODUCTION TO THE LETTER TO THE COLOSSIANS
This letter, the letter to Philemon, and the letter to the Ephesians [which was also sent to Laodicea (Colossians 4:16)] were all written by Paul while in prison at Rome [ Acts 28:16]. The three cities mentioned in this letter [Colossae, Laodicea, Hierapolis] were close to each other, all in the province of Asia [see map].

No one knows for sure that Paul planted the churches here, but Dr. James MacKnight believes the churches at Colossae, Laodicea and Hierapolis were planted by him, with the help of Timothy. Epaphras (Colossians 1:7) may have been one of the first converts, and may have also helped plant the church here.

In this area the hedonism of the Greeks met the mysticism of the East. Also, large colonies of Jews had been settled in this area [from Babylon] by one of the Macedonian kings of Syria. Their Judaism had been influenced by the religion of Zoroaster. There was danger that these things would modify Christianity and distort its truth. This was a serious matter (Galatians 1:8). Paul stresses the place of Jesus at the Father's right side [the place of honor], also his role in Creation (Colossians 1:16-17). The false teachers evidently were saying that the [animal] sacrifices of the Law of Moses were needed, because Christianity had no sacrifices for sin. Paul shows that it is THE SACRIFICE of Jesus - once for all time - that sets us free from sin (Colossians 1:13-14). False teachers were saying that Jesus had not given all the truth, but angels would reveal it. Therefore Paul stresses that Jesus is the KEY (Colossians 2:3) to ALL God's wisdom and knowledge.

The date of writing is probably 62 A.D.

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1-2
From Paul, who by God's will is an apostle. Not elected or appointed, but chosen by God. And from our brother Timothy. Paul's other letters written at this time, show that Timothy was in Rome. He is mentioned seven times in the introduction of Paul's letters to the churches: here; in 2Corinthians; Philippians; 1Thessalonians; 2Thessalonians and Philemon. To God's people. This name was applied to all Christians. Paul calls them "faithful brothers."

Verse 3
We always give thanks. Both Paul and Timothy made a regular habit of prayer for all the churches in their care.

Verse 4
For we have heard of your faith. Probably from Epaphras (who was a member of the church at Colossa - Colossians 1:7; Colossians 4:12), who was with Paul at Rome.

Verse 5
So your faith and love. He gives thanks for their hope of heaven, which is the basis for their faith and love. This hope was part of the gospel preached to them, and they look to the spiritual treasure kept safe in heaven for them.

Verse 6
Spreading through the whole world. The gospel spread freely among all the nations under Roman influence, and people from other nations took the gospel with them as they returned from Roman territory to their native lands. (See note on Matthew 24:14.) Just as it has among you. The gospel creates holy lives in those who listen to it.

Verse 7
You learned this from Epaphras. He is thought to be the one who planted the church here, acting by Paul's direction [or perhaps assisting Paul]. We do not know where this Epaphras became a Christian, but possibly at Ephesus, the capital of the province, during Paul's three year stay there. He is not the Epaphroditus of Philippians 2:25; Philippians 4:18. He is praised as a faithful worker, and is identified with the church there (Colossians 4:12).
Verse 8
He told us. He was with Paul at Rome as this was being written.

Verse 9
For this reason. Because of all that Paul had heard about them. We ask God to fill you. Knowledge would be their best protection against false teaching, and would make them more confident. The Holy Spirit gave the early church the wisdom and understanding which we now have in the form of the New Testament (1 Corinthians 12:8; Ephesians 1:3; Ephesians 1:8-9).
Verse 10
Then you will be able to live. They would praise God with their lives, by living as he wants them to do. Fruitful. Good works and knowledge honor God.

Verse 11
May you be made strong. God offers to give us strength, so we can be strong, even when falsely accused (1 Corinthians 10:13).
Verse 12
And give thanks. No matter what you may face, thank the Father and praise him. The Colossians had once been unfit for the Kingdom, but God had made them fit to receive every blessing in Christ. Light. Purity, truth. Darkness symbolizes evil, ignorance, etc.

Verse 13
He rescued us. We were prisoners of the power of darkness - Satan (compare Luke 22:53). Brought us safe into the Kingdom. God, through the gospel (Romans 1:16-17) had already rescued the Colossians from Satan's power and they are now safe in the Kingdom of Jesus (his church). This took place when they were born of water and the Spirit (John 3:5). Note this speaks of the Kingdom as already in existence.

Verse 14
By whom we are set free. God's act in Christ. It is the totality of Christ's sacrifice which is the basis of our being set free (Ephesians 1:7). Satan is holding the whole human race prisoner. Jesus made a way to escape.

Verse 15
Christ is the visible likeness. God is Spirit - invisible. Christ came and took a body of flesh - the Eternal Logos in human form (John 14:10; Hebrews 1:1-3). The firstborn Son. That Isaiah, he existed before creation began. It does not say he was the first created, but the firstborn. See John 1:2-3. Superior to all created things. Jesus was not created, but is God - the Logos.

Verse 16
For by him God created everything. He existed before any creation. God made everything by him. Compare John 1:3; Hebrews 1:2.The seen. The material universe. The unseen. Angels, both good and bad. This places Christ far above every angel, evil spirit, etc, including Satan [who is a fallen angel]. Everything and everyone, both angels and men, are included by the "spiritual powers, lords, rulers and authorities." (Ephesians 1:21) Through him and for him. This shows Christ's place. See also 1 Corinthians 15:24-28.
Verse 17
He existed before all things. He was with the Father before anything at all was created, including angels. In union with him. He is the one who placed them in their proper sequence. See also Hebrews 1:3-14.
Verse 18
He is the head of his body. The church [ Matthew 16:18] is identified as the spiritual body of Christ, and he is its head. (See Ephesians 1:22) The source. Of the new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17). Firstborn Son. He was the first to conquer death - rising from the dead never to be recaptured by death. See also 1 Corinthians 15:20.
Verse 19
The full nature of God. This can be understood of Christ's humanity (Colossians 2:9), and also that "completeness" is in him.

Verse 20
Through the Son. See Ephesians 1:10. God made peace. God chose to focus his saving power through the historical act of Christ's death. It is through the totality of this sin-offering that we can become friends with God and friends with each other. All things. Compare Romans 8:19-21. All of Creation seems to have been cursed in the sin of Adam. God has chosen to remove this curse through Christ.

Verse 21
You were far away. The evil things which mankind does and thinks makes them the enemies of God - hostile to him and to each other. Christians had been like that, but became new in Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17).
Verse 22
By means of the physical death of his Son. Not God - but rather men and women are changed through the physical death of Christ. Without Christ and the Cross, there could be no Good News! God has made this "bloody death" both the symbol and the reality of being accepted as God's friend. Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31. Holy, pure, faultless. God pronounces us "not guilty" as the result of our union with Christ (Galatians 3:26-29).
Verse 23
You must, of course, continue faithful. Our new relationship to God because of our union with Christ, requires us to live as God directs us to do, and, to hold firmly to every promise. The Devil will attempt to destroy hope. Which has been preached. See note on Colossians 1:6.
Verse 24
For by mean of my physical sufferings. He was in prison because he preached Christ. He could be happy because of the results of this suffering. I help complete. Christ's sufferings on the Cross are complete! But, Christ shares the sufferings of his people. ["Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" (Acts 9:4).] We have a work to do - in which Christ shares. (Compare Revelation 6:9-11)

Verse 25
Who gave me this task. God himself made Paul a servant of the church of Christ. In becoming a servant, Paul received an obligation (Ephesians 3:2). He was to live God's message himself, and, to take it to everybody in the world.

Verse 26
Which Is the secret. See 1 Corinthians 2:9. God revealed himself in past ages, but his final and complete revelation in Jesus Christ was kept secret, even though it was "hinted at" through the prophets.

Verse 27
God's plan is this. To make known his secret in and through Christ. And the secret is this. Christ living in the "people of God" [through the Spirit (Ephesians 2:22; Romans 8:9-11)].
Verse 28
So we preach Christ to all men. God's call is to everyone (John 6:45). Jesus sent his followers to "all peoples everywhere." In order to bring. Those who are set free from sin by their union to Christ, and indoctrinated with Truth, will be approved by God.

Verse 29
To get this done. We call on the grace of Christ to help us get the job done. See Hebrews 4:16. Jesus uses the "hands" of the "people of God" to carry out his mission of bringing men and women to himself.

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
Let me tell you. Paul speaks about the persecutions he has suffered because of preaching the gospel, especially his two years imprisonment at Caesarea (Acts 24:27), and his imprisonment at Rome as he writes this letter (Acts 28:30-31). No one knows for sure that Paul planted the churches here, but MacKnight believes that the churches at Colosse, Laodicea and Hierapolis were planted by him, with the help of Timothy [and perhaps Epaphras].

Verse 2
That they may be drawn together. That both Jews and Gentiles will become "one" in Christ - formed into one church. God's secret. "By means of the gospel the Gentiles have a part with the Jews in God's blessings." (Ephesians 3:6). [See Colossians 1:26-27]

Verse 3
He is the key. Angels are not the key (as the false teachers were saying). Jesus is the key to God's Wisdom of Solomon, and he is himself the wisdom of God (Colossians 1:19). See Matthew 11:27.
Verse 4
Do not let anyone fool you. If they had "true understanding" (Colossians 2:2) this would not be possible. Knowledge is a strong defense against false teachers.

Verse 5
Yet I am with you in spirit. Through the interest he had in them, and the things Epaphras had told him (Colossians 1:7). You stand together. God's act in Christ to save men formed the basis for the faith which caused them to stand together.

Verse 6
Since you have accepted Jesus Christ as Lord. Accepted him as the visible likeness of the invisible God, the creator of all things, the head [teacher and ruler] of the church which is his body; and have been saved by his death and his mediation. Live in union with him. Don't abandon him for angels or the Law.

Verse 7
Keep your roots deep in him. Your life grows out of him like a tree from the earth. Read what Jesus said about the "Real Vine" in John 15:1-17. As you were taught. By Paul and his helpers.

Verse 8
See to it, then, that no one makes a captive of you. By letting the false teachers talk them into worshiping angels and saying they should not eat meat. He says more about this in Colossians 2:16-18. Teachings handed down, etc. Jewish tradition about angels was almost the same as what the Platonists taught about demons. Compare Galatians 4:3.
Verse 9
For the full content. Jesus is God (the Logos) in human form (John 1:14). He is both Son of Man and Son of God. [The Jews understood both titles to mean the same. See Luke 22:69-70.]

Verse 10
And you have been given full life in union with him. No one could offer them more than they already had in Christ. See 1 Corinthians 3:21-23. He is supreme. Over angels and all creation!

Verse 11
In union with him. Some were saying every Christian must be circumcised. But this had already been rejected by the Holy Spirit [ Acts 15:1-29]. Christ's own circumcision is spiritual.

Verse 12
For when you were baptized. Note that he identifies "being freed from the power of this sinful body" with baptism. Baptism is contrasted with the circumcision made by men. You were buried with Christ. Paul teaches we must act out the events of the Cross (Romans 6:3-4). See also Galatians 2:19-20; Ephesians 2:4-6. We die with him, are buried with him, rise with him, and rule with him.

Verse 13
You were at one time. To be dead because of sins is to be without spiritual or eternal life. But God has now. Through the gospel (Romans 1:16-17). This is God's offer to forgive (Acts 2:38).
Verse 14
He canceled. The Law of Jewish rites. The Law was a curse because no one could keep it (see James 2:10; Acts 15:10). Nailing it to the Cross. Jesus canceled the Law by fulfilling it for us (Romans 8:3-4). Those who nailed Jesus to the Cross effectively destroyed the Law by that act. The blood of the New Covenant poured out from the wounds made by the nails.

Verse 15
And on that Cross. He conquered the evil angels and the Devil and all his powers, See John 12:31; John 16:11.
Verse 16
So let no one make rules. Since the Law was canceled, no one may force the Christian to keep its ritual and rites. What you eat. Jewish dietary rules (see Leviticus 7:10-27) would not permit some foods. Some gentiles thought it was wrong to eat meat (Romans 14:2). See also 1 Corinthians 8:8; Hebrews 9:10. Holy days. The Jewish holy days. New moon festival. The monthly Jewish rite (Numbers 28:11). Sabbath. The Sabbath day [Saturday] was canceled along with the Law. It was a special symbol (Exodus 31:13-17). Sunday is the Lord's Day, but it was not "set apart" like the Jewish Sabbath.

Verse 17
All such things. The Jewish ritual looked forward to Christ. Christ is the reality; and his body, the church, is made up of those made free by Truth.

Verse 18-19
Do not allow yourselves. If you are condemned, you lose your reward. Do not allow any teacher to lead you away from Christ. Jesus is real! The special visions; the false humility (Mark 12:38); and the worship of angels; - are fake! The worship of angels, or any human being, living or dead, - is forbidden (see Revelation 19:10). Such a person is all puffed up. The teacher who tells you to follow these rules which will condemn you, has begun to think his "knowledge" is more important than Christ's death and resurrection. Under Christ's control. Christ is the Head of the body - his church. See Ephesians 4:16. He is the source of the body's life and growth.

Verse 20-21
You have died with Christ. You died with Christ in your act of baptism (Colossians 2:12) and became free from the Law and human wisdom (Colossians 2:8). Ruling Spirits of the universe. This sometimes means the Jewish rites (Galatians 4:3). It is implied that angels rule this world, and that forbidding marriage and the eating of meat and making rules about such things comes from them. [These would have to be bad angels.] Why do you obey such rules? "Don't handle this," "Don't taste that," "Don't touch the other," are the rules of the false teachers, which Paul says belong to this world, not to Christ. Christians do not belong to this world, therefore they do not obey the obsolete rites mentioned in this chapter [as a religious act].

Verse 22
All these things. What you eat or drink. God did not make the rules these false teachers are forcing on the Colossian Christians. [See Colossians 2:14].
Verse 23
But they have no real value. The ritual and austerity of these false rules seems wise. But these things are no help at all in controlling the problem of sin. In fact, the ritual and the austerity make the person "puffed up" with his own pride.

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
You have been raised to life with Christ. The result of a definite act (Colossians 2:12). In their baptism they were "buried with Christ," and "raised with Christ." Set your hearts. The Christian is a citizen of the heavenly world. See Philippians 3:20; Ephesians 4:8.
Verse 2
Keep your minds fixed on things there. To keep your values and motives correct, and to keep from losing sight of your goal - which is union with God in Eternity.

Verse 3
Your life is hidden. People hide money and jewels to keep them safe. The Christian's life is safe with God, and will be given to them in the Resurrection.

Verse 4
When he appears. A tree in winter is not dead even though the life is hidden. In the Second Coming of Christ, the Christian's real life will show itself. Compare 1 John 3:2; Romans 8:19.
Verse 5
You must put to death. Those vicious appetites and passions that are common to humanity. Immorality. Any sex act with another person - other than between husband and wife. See Romans 1:26-27. Indecency. Antisocial behavior. [Peeping-Tom; indecent exposure; etc.] Lust. Here it means homosexuality [both male and female versions]. Evil passions. Dirty talk, drunkenness, and in general those things which are contrary to Christian motives. Greed. This speaks of one who thinks only of his money and power, making these things his "god." It is the love of money which is wrong (1 Timothy 6:10).
Verse 6
Because of such things. In the past, God destroyed nations and cities for such sins. In the Judgment, God's wrath will come on those who do such things (Romans 1:18).
Verse 7
And you yourselves at one time. This was the way they used to live before they knew Christ. See 1 Corinthians 6:9-11. The whole Gentile world was living this way (see 1 Peter 4:3-5).
Verse 8
But now. Get rid of all the sins mentioned, and the ones which follow. In their baptism they got rid of the "old Prayer of Manasseh," and in their union with Christ, took on his qualities as a "new man" (2 Corinthians 5:17).
Verse 9
Do not lie. Lying would be proof that they had not rid themselves of the "old man." See Romans 6:6 [Holy living is a battle (1 Corinthians 9:25-27).]

Verse 10
This is the new man. Those born of water and the Spirit (John 3:5) become new in Christ and "march to a different drummer" (Ephesians 4:24). Constantly renewing. Growing, maturing (see Hebrews 6:1-3; Ephesians 4:12-16).
Verse 11
As a result. Differences of race, national origin, social status, etc, loose their meaning in the one who dies to the world and becomes united with Christ. No one is excluded from the blessings that come by being a "new man" in Christ.

Verse 12
You are the people of God. It is a paradox that the Christian is the one who chooses God, only to find that God has chosen him. Everyone without exception has the option to choose God (John 6:45). So then. One who chooses God must be holy in his life and actions.

Verse 13
Be helpful . . . forgive. Whether rich or poor, every Christian can follow the example of Christ. When we are helpful and forgiving, we bless ourselves. God will forgive us in the same way we forgive others (Matthew 6:12).
Verse 14
And to all these add. As you would put on a coat to keep out the cold wind. Love. AGAPE. This kind of love is not an emotion, but a deliberate act of decision. Love makes it easy to be helpful and to forgive.

Verse 15
The peace that Christ gives. This is not "freedom from problems," but the "hope of happiness." God calls both Jew and Gentile into one body - the church of Christ [the messianic community] and gives them hope. Compare Galatians 5:22-26.
Verse 16
Christ's message. The gospel which Paul had preached to them. Teach and instruct. Those who immerse themselves in God's word to learn his message, will be able to teach others this Truth. Sing. Christianity is uniquely a singing religion. Songs are used to praise God, to teach and to instruct. Psalm - such as the Psalm of David. Hymns - songs of praise. Sacred songs - which have a spiritual theme. Sing to God. Our first purpose is to worship and honor God our Father and Jesus Christ. Our second purpose is to teach and instruct. Compare Ephesians 5:19-20.
Verse 17
Everything you do or say. Honor God with your whole life! See Romans 12:1-2. "In the name of Jesus" mean to use his principles to guide your life.

Verse 18
Wives. Wives are to cooperate with their own husbands, whether Christian or not. [See 1 Corinthians 7:12-16. ] The apostle commands wives to obey their [own] husbands, and husbands to love their [own] wives. It seems these are the greatest areas of need, due to the differing psychology between men and women.

Verse 19
Husbands. Love your wives as Christ loves his church (Ephesians 5:25).
Verse 20
Children. It is normal for children to rebel against their parents, yet they must obey them, since they need to be guided and helped to take their place in life. Tests have shown that even very poor training is much better than none at all. [This does not mean to sin when asked.]

Verse 21
Parents. It is easy to be harsh and punish children more severely than ought to be done. This may make them bitter and cause them to hate.

Verse 22
Slaves. Half the world were slaves in the first century. Christianity took the sting out of slavery, and finally brought an end to it. Both the slave and the servant had the same duties. It was their Christian obligation to do their work well, since this would honor their high calling in Christ.

Verse 23
Whatever you do. Christ gives dignity to human work and toil. We should fulfill our obligations to honor God.

Verse 24
For Christ is the real Master you serve. Every man is to us "Christ by proxy." See Matthew 25:31-46. [Note that these have done either good or bad to Christ by proxy.]

Verse 25
And the wrongdoer. There is no excuse for failing to do your part. [But God expects love to be your motive (1 John 4:18).]

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1
Masters. This is part of the thought in the previous chapter. Slave owners, foremen, managers, etc, are to be fair with those they have authority over, and treat them like human beings. The whole world and everything in it changes for the one who is in Christ!

Verse 2
Be persistent in prayer. Make prayer a regular habit (see Luke 18:1; Acts 1:14; Ephesians 6:18). God knows our prayer (Revelation 8:3-4). Keep alert. Examine your motives (James 4:3). Also, prayer is not a "substitute" for action (Matthew 25:1-13). With thanks to God. Let your thanks rise up to God like the "sweet smell of incense" (Revelation 5:8).
Verse 3
Pray also for us. Ask God to give a good opportunity to preach Christ! Note the spirit of this. To tell the secret of Christ. The Good News of God's act in Christ to set men free! It was a secret until it was revealed. (See 1 Corinthians 2:6-10; 1 Corinthians 4:1; Ephesians 6:19; Colossians 1:26; Colossians 2:2.) In prison. See notes on Ephesians 6:20; Philippians 1:7.
Verse 4
To make it clear. Paul had to speak to be understood (compare 1 Corinthians 14:19) to show people how to be set free from their sins.

Verse 5
Be wise. Do not deliberately bring persecution on yourselves. Use every opportunity to honor God with your life by doing good to others.

Verse 6
Your speech. You can drive people away by your talk. Be pleasant and interesting, so you can say a good word for Christ to others. The right answer. Present the Truth in the best way (see 1 Corinthians 9:19-23). And, know what you are talking about!

Verse 7
Our dear brother Tychicus. See Ephesians 6:21 for note on Tychicus. Letters had to be carried privately by messengers, since they had no postal system such as we have. This man was one of Paul's most trusted associates (Acts 20:4; 2 Timothy 4:12; Titus 3:12). He delivered this letter from Paul to the Colossians and the letter to the Ephesians at the same time.

Verse 8
That is why I am sending him to you. Tychicus was to deliver the letters to the churches and also to work to strengthen them. He was an "evangelist" (see note on Ephesians 4:11).
Verse 9
With him goes Onesimus. He is the runaway slave mentioned in the letter to Philemon. Colossae was his home, and he is returning to Philemon as a "Christian brother." Tychicus must have delivered the letter to Philemon at this same time.

Verse 10
Aristarchus. One of Paul's associates. He was from Thessalonica (Acts 19:29; Acts 20:4; Acts 27:2). He is mentioned in Philemon 1:24. Mark. He was with Paul and Barnabas on the first tour of missions (Acts 13:5). Some think the death of Barnabas is implied in John Mark being with Paul at this time. To welcome him. There may have been some doubt about Mark because of his previous failure (Acts 15:37-38), but he had since demonstrated his faith, and Paul places his seal of approval on him.

Verse 11
Joshua called Justus. Only mentioned here. [Jesus and Joshua are the same name in Hebrew.] Most of the "evangelists" who worked with Paul must have been Gentiles, but this man was probably a Roman Jew.

Verse 12
Greetings from Epaphras. See Colossians 1:7. He may have helped begin the church at Colossae, and was a member there. Prays fervently for you. Even though far away, he works for them through prayer. [This strongly implies the power of prayer.]

Verse 13
His hard work. Epaphras felt an obligation toward the churches at Colossae, Hierapolis and Laodicea. He may have helped begin them, and had been their teacher.

Verse 14
Luke. Luke was a doctor of medicine and also a historian (Luke 1:1-4). He was a Gentile. Demas. One of Paul's associates, perhaps the one who "wrote down" this letter of Paul's. He is mentioned favorably in Philemon 1:24, but seems to have "gone bad" (2 Timothy 4:10).
Verse 15
Nympha. [This name could belong to either a man or woman.] She was one of the Christians in Laodicea, and a "house-church" (which was separate from the main congregation) met in her home. Some large churches met in temples, etc, (Acts 2:46), but "house-churches" were also common (Romans 16:5; 1 Corinthians 16:19; Philemon 1:2). [The church in Jerusalem may have had 100,000 members at its peak.]

Verse 16
Make sure it is read also. Paul intended that copies of his letters would be "passed around" between churches. The letter which Laodicea would send them was Ephesians.
Verse 17
And tell Archippus. He was another of Paul's associates (Philemon 1:2). Some important mission had been assigned to him.

Verse 18
With my own hand. Paul dictated his letters to a helper (Romans 16:22), but often added a few words in his own handwriting (Galatians 6:11; 2 Thessalonians 3:17; 1 Corinthians 16:21). Do not forget my chains. He mentions his being in prison three times in this chapter (Colossians 4:3; Colossians 4:10; Colossians 4:18). His meaning is: "Be willing to spend yourself for Christ." (Compare 2 Corinthians 12:15)

